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DID YOU KNOW? 

$1 spent in regular maintenance is estimated to save 
$15 in capital repairs. 

Task Benefit Freq. Cost Range Cost Avoidance 

Grading 
Allows water to quickly and naturally drain to the 

ditch. 
1-3 years $19-28/100’ Ditching | Material 

Surfacing 
Builds up the road base and/or restores the crown of 

the road. 
3-4 years 

$100-600/100’ as 

needed 
Potholes 

Calcium 

Chloride 
Prevents nuisance dust and reduces material loss. 2-3 years $275/100’ Material 

Re-ditching 
Increases the ability to move and drain water by 

removing leaves, silt, or other debris. 

8-15 

years 

$200-300/100’ as 

needed 
Grading | Material 

Culverts 
Allows more water to flow through the structure and 

off the road surface.  

Spring & 

Fall 
Volunteer Labor (VL) Material  

Shoulders 
Removes berms that prevent water from leaving the 

road and reaching the ditch. 
Spring Volunteer Labor Grading | Material 

Potholes Protects vehicles and avoids more costly road repairs. 
Spring & 

Fall 

Volunteer Labor & 

Material 

Paving | Grading | 

Sealing 

Tree Trimming 
Prevents frost damage due to shade and root 

expansion. 
2-4 years Volunteer Labor 

Paving | Grading | 

Sealing 

Cleaning 

Settling Basins 

Prevents water from backing up or causing further 

erosion. 

8-15 

years 
VL-$200 as needed Material 



Use the Private Road Maintenance Budget Calculator! 

Planning and budgeting are important aspects of private road maintenance. Proper planning can prevent recurring problems and save 

money in the long term. Proper budgeting can help ensure that money is available to perform necessary maintenance and repair work when 

it’s needed—before small problems turn into large, expensive ones. Creating a phased plan can make larger projects more manageable. 

The Private Road Maintenance Budget calculator allows you to take your quotes and determine the annual costs for each maintenance 

activity, the total annual cost, and how much each road user/road association member should contribute. 

But what does it cost for MY road? 
Annual Private Road Maintenance 
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